10 Ways Counsel for Kids Advance

Children’s Educational Rights
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Youth in foster care face a variety of obstacles to obtaining a quality education, including school enroliment
challenges, delayed transfer of records, frequent school moves, unidentified or unmet special education needs,
harsh, exclusionary discipline, loss of academic credits and more. Counsel for kids enforce youth’s state and
federal educational rights, promoting educational success and improved outcomes for students in foster care.
How do they do it?
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Long-term Academic Success: by advocating for educational supports (e.g. tutoring
or mentoring) needed for youth's healthy development and academic success.

Early Intervention: by ensuring the child welfare agency complies with requirements
to screen and identify all infants and toddlers (age 0-3) with potential disabilities and
ensure access to necessary evaluation and services!

School Stability: by ensuring the child welfare and state education agencies
collaborate to guarantee that a child placed in foster care remains in their home
school when it is in their best interest to do so.>3

Immediate School Enroliment: by advocating for the timely transfer of records and
immediate enrollment when a student in foster care changes schools.*

Timely Evaluation for Services: by verifying that a student suspected of having a
disability receives timely and expedited® evaluation for special education services.

Appropriate Service Provision: by confirming a student with a disability is provided a
service plan tailored for their specific circumstances that offers them an opportunity
to make academic progress.®

Equity: by challenging unfair or discriminatory practices experienced by students in
foster care, such as segregation of students with disabilities from their nondisabled
peers in unnecessarily restrictive classroom environments,” and improper diagnosis
of disabilities.®

Justice in School Disciplinary Proceedings: by ensuring youth accused of violating
school rules or policies are provided a disciplinary process consistent with the
law,® including notice of the hearing, the allegations, the right to be represented

by counsel, and compliance with Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
requirements so that a child with a disability is not unfairly punished for behaviors
related to their disability.”

Normailcy for Youth: by helping secure access to and full participation in
extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities that encourage emotional
and developmental growth and overall well-being."

Successful Transition to Adulthood: by advocating for supports and services to assist
youth in their transition to adulthood and post-secondary education, job training, or
career exploration.?3
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